
AWALK IN FILLAN
PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS FOR A PRO-ACTIVE TOWN
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AN OVERVIEW OVER FILLAN

An aspect that got often men-
tioned by the citizens as well
as the members of the mu-

nicipality was the walkability,
which resulted to be one of the
strengths of Fillan. The centre

of the town is very compact
and all the important infras-
tructures can be easily rea-

ched by foot. However the car
still seems to be the preferred

mean of transport even for
short distances. In consequen-

ce there is a big number of
parking lots in the town center

which leaves little space to
pedestrians as well as public

life in the centre.

With our project we would like
to extend the existing potential
of the walkability and make it

more visible and vivable.

Mind Map:
Shows the existing potential of Fillan

and ideas for future interventions



WHAT IS WALKING?
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In order to promote walking we
first need to understand what
walking is and what it can be.
The primary function of wal-

king is transporting ourselves
from A to B. However the rea-
sons why we decide to walk

instead of using the car or bike
are various. Some people use
it as a daily practice to sustain
their health others see it as a
way to explore the space. Ne-
vertheless walking is not ne-
cessarily linear. It is a way of
experiencing and shaping the
space. At last it can improve
the public space by allowing
social encounters to happen.

Collages:
Explain and define the different types

of walking in the daily life.
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF WALKING?

ENVIRONMENT ROAD SAFETY

HEALTH PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

MOBILITY ANDD
INTERMODALITY

HOSPITALITY

CONVIVIALITYATTRACTIVITY, CULTURE
AND TOURISM

Diagrams
Studies on the benefits of
walking and how they are
connected to one another



26Plan Bussen 2024_Lara AEBI, Iris PAISANT, Colombe ROUYER

WALKING TYPES - PRIORITIES - DIAGRAM

Different types of walking have
different needs in different

areas. A key factor in encou-
raging the inhabitants of Fillan

to walk more is making the
pedestrian spaces more safe
this can happen by reducing
the spaces used by cars and

giving it back to the pedestri-
ans which should be on top
of the hierarchy in the public
space. Once the pedestrian

connections are safe they also
have to become more attrac-
tive. This can be achieved by
placing activities as well as
resting points along the pe-

destrian line. The general aim
is to give back what we take
away from the cars in form of

new public space.

Diagram:
Relation between the different types

of walking and the priorities they
have, respectively what they need in

order to function.
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MAPS

EXISTING SITUATION NETWORK OF STREETS AND PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS

When looking at the existing
situation the compact center is
easily recognizable. Important
functions are very close to one
another. However the connec-

tion to places at the border
or Fillan are harder to reach.
The pedestrian connection
between old and new Fillan

should be imporoved in order
to include also the inhabitants
of the old town into the con-

cept of walkability.

A dominant figure in the street
network is the main route go-
ing through the center. It is an
important connection to other

places on the island.

Space dedicated to cars

Space dedicated to bikes

Space dedicated to
pedestrians

Maps:
Showing the situati-
on today of the exis-
ting buildings and the

street network.

Important infrastructures
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MAPS

INTERRUPTIONS IN THE PEDESTRIAN NETWORK RECONNECTING THE PEDESTRIAN NETWORK

While the infrastructure for the
usage of cars is functioning

very well, the pedestrian net-
work shows many interrupti-
ons. This can for instance be

the interruption or the absence
of a sidewalk as well as foot-
paths that get interrupted by

car streets.

By filling up the gaps in the
pedestrian network it will make
people feel more safe on the
footpath which will hopeful-
ly encourage them to chose

walking as their mode of trans-
port.

N

N

Maps:
Highlighting interrup-

tions in the pede-
strian network and
how they should be

completed.

Space dedicated to cars

Space dedicated to bikes

Space dedicated to
pedestrians

Interruptions

Connections

0 100m 200m
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MOVING BY CAR VS. WALKING

TRANSPORTATION BY CAR TRANSPORTATION BY FOOT

Walking can have a big impact
in the public space, it could

even be said that it allows the
public space to happen whe-
reas the car disturbs it. When
using the car we mainly expe-
rience the point of departure
as well as the point of arrival.

The space in between ho-
wever can only be perceived
through the front window of

the car, social encounters are
hardly possible.

However while walking we
don‘t experience the space in
a linear way but we experien-

ce it in a three dimensional
way. All the spaces between
our first and final destination

can be perceived in the same
way. Social encounter beco-

mes possible because it is so
easy to talk to people when

meeting on the street.

N N

Amount of space expe-
rienced when driving

Amount of space expe-
rienced when walking

Diagrams :
Explain how much
of the public space
we perceive when

driving a car respec-
tively wen walking.
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POINTS OF INTEREST
Those pictures show the

different areas of interest we
found on site or heard about.
They describe two types of
zones : some that contain

activities that are important in
Fillan’s inhabitants’s life, such as
the sport field that is the heart of
the youth socialization, but could

more connected to the rest of
the public space. Other zones

seemed to us relevant to
develop new activity on it,
because of their existing

qualities and because of their
ability to bring attractivity along
the new walking path, like the

empty spot we found in the Old
Fillan harbor for exemple.



31Plan Bussen 2024_Lara AEBI, Iris PAISANT, Colombe ROUYER

MORE SPACE FOR PEDESTRIANS
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We analyzed the existing situation
of the relationship between pede-
strian and car space. In our inter-

vention we would like to reduce the
space dedicated to cars and increa-
se and improve the space dedica-

ted to pedestrians. One of the main
strategies is to reduce the parking
spots. When analyzing the number

of parking spots we realised that
most of them are not permanently
in use. By reducing the number of

them we have more space to create
activities that improve the public life
in the centre of Fillan. The first thing

to be noticed when coming to the
centre should not be a parking lot.

Space dedicated to pedestrians

Space dedicated to cars

N

N N

0 50m 100m

Maps of analysis:
Show the hierarchy
of spaces dedicated
to cars and pedestri-
ans.
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ANALYSIS OF ZONE A

1

PARKING LOT 1

21/05/2010 - 12/18

30/08/2014 - 00/18

10/07/2018 - 04/18

01/08/2020 - 14/30

20/05/2023 - 06/30

PARKING LOT 2

21/05/2010 - 34/60

30/08/2014 - __/60

10/07/2018 - 27/60

01/08/2020 - 33/60

20/05/2023 - 04/60

PARKING LOT 3

21/05/2010 - 55/110

30/08/2014 - 35/110

10/07/2018 - 37/110

01/08/2020 - 40/110

20/05/2023 - 52/110

PARKING LOT 4

21/05/2010 - 12/28

30/08/2014 - 11/28

10/07/2018 - 09/28

01/08/2020 - 10/28

20/05/2023 - 09/28

2

3

4
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ANALYSIS OF ZONE B

5

3

1

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 18/43

30/08/2014 - 20/43

01/07/2018 - 22/43

01/08/2020 - 16/43

20/05/2023 - 12/43

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 13/36

30/08/2014 - 18/36

10/07/2018 - 21/36

01/08/2020 - 19/36

20/05/2023 - 00/36

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 16/64

30/08/2014 - 35/64

10/07/2018 - 31/64

01/08/2020 - 19/64

20/05/2023 - 17/64

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 04/21

30/08/2014 - 08/21

10/07/2018 - 10/21

01/08/2020 - 02/21

20/05/2023 - 03/21

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 12/46

30/08/2014 - 20/46

10/07/2018 - 18/46

01/08/2020 - 10/46

20/05/2023 - 15/46

PARKING LOT

21/05/2010 - 12/20

30/08/2014 - 12/20

10/07/2018 - 09/20

01/08/2020 - 05/20

20/05/2023 - 14/20

1 5

7
6

2

4
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TRANSFORMING HITTERVEIEN
Starting with the Hitterveien
which is the main road going
through the center. It divides

the town center but it‘s also an
interruption in the pedestrian
path that leads from the town
center to the residential areas
in the west. Since the street is
immediately in front of a school
considering slowing down the
traffic can be a good solution
in creating a more pedestrian

friendly area, especially for
kids. Furthermore should the

street which is today a two-line
street, be reduced to only one

line, leaving the other line to the
pedestrians. At the beginning
respectively at the end of the
centre there wuold be a red

light which organizes the traffic.
Reducing the parking spots in

front of the municipality building
gives the possibility to have a
public square which connects
the municipality to the school
as well as to the town centre.
The general strategy is to use

small interventions and starting
with more temporary solutions
in order to give the inhabitants

the possibility to get used to the
changes. After a while they can
be exchanged with more per-

manent solutions.

iNTERVENTIONS AROUND HITTERVEIEN

HITT
ERV

EIEN

Axonometry:
Shows the pedestrian circu-

lation as well as possible inter-
ventions along Hitterveien.
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SLOWING DOWN HITTERVEIEN

HITTERVEIEN TODAY

On the main road in front of
the school the speed limit
should be reduced to 30,

which makes it more safe for
pedestrians to circulate. Sea-
tings should be added and the
fence towards the school ope-
ned. This allows more fluidity

in the pedestrian network.

FIRST STEP OF THE INTERVENTIONS SECOND STEP OF THE INTERVENTIONS

MUNICIPALITY PARKING TODAY FIRST STEP OF THE INTERVENTIONS SECOND STEP OF THE INTERVENTIONS

TRANSFORMING A PARKING LOT INTO AMUNICIPALITY SQUARE
A first intervention could be

the painting of the ground and
removing the white lines that
define the parking spots. By
this it would still be possible
to park however people are
much less likely to leave the
car there since they are not

sure if it is still allowed to park.
After a while several more
permanent functions could
replace the parking spots.
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SMALL SCALE INTERVENTIONS

ENTRANCE OF THE MALL TODAY ENTRANCE OF THE MALL IN THE FUTURE

MUNICIPALITY SQUARE TODAY MUNICIPALITY SQUARE IN THE FUTURE
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TRANSFORMING THE CENTRE
Today the town centre is main-
ly a sequence of parking lots
leaving little space for public

life to happen. By reducing the
number and changing the look

of the parking spots it beco-
mes a public space.

iNTERVENTIONS IN THE TOWN CENTRE
Axonometry:

Shows the pedestrian circu-
lation as well as possible inter-

ventions in the town centre.
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TRANSFORMING PARKING LOTS INTO PUBLIC SPACE

CLOSE THE ENTRANCE TO THE PARKING LOT

FIRST INTERVENTIONS ON THE GROUND BIGGER MORE PERMANENT INTERVENTIONS

The strategy for the parking
lots in the centre is similar to
the one in front of the muni-
cipality. By gradually adding
new things the people have

the possibility to adapt to the
changes and they can feel

what they get back from remo-
ving the parking spots.
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A PUBLIC WORSKSHOP SPACE ON SKOLEGATA

PLAN OF THE TOOL SHED VIEW OF THE TOOL SHED

Creating a public workshop
space in the centre would

allow people to create and bu-
ild new things and participate
in building urban furniture that
would enrich the public space.



A PLACE FOR LIFE, Plounéour (France)

Atelier Bivouac, 2019

Budget :

Assistance : 1050 €

Furnitures : 1500 €

PARK(ING) DAY, international

Activism

BLOCK PARTY, Paris (France)

Atelier Bivouac and TAKTYK, 2017-2020

3 year mission, a temporary park
foreshadowing a larger park to come
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MOVING ALONG HITTERVEIEN
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BEFORE AFTER

Today the main connection to
old Fillan is Hitterveien where
there is a seperate bike / pe-
destrian line next to the main
street. In order to make the

people feel more safe on this
line more vegetation should be

planted towards the street in
order to have a stronger bar-
rier. The line could be mainly
used by bycicle riders or fast

walkers.

N N 0 20m 50m
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EXPLORING THE NEW TRESTIEN

BEFORE AFTER

An alternative to the Hitteveien
is a new connection tor old Fil-
lan. The stair will lead from the
center of the new Fillan down
to the bay where it meets an

already existing footpath. Furt-
hermore it offers small terra-
ces with viewpoints over the

scenic landscape.

N N 0 20m 50m
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An elderly person meeting up
a friend on the municipality

square
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A young family enjoying their
walk to the harbour
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A group of people riding their
bikes to old Fillan to have a

barbecue


